Tracheal intubation of critically ill adults
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Pre-oxygenate and Checklist

Position: head up if possible

Assess airway and identify cricothyroid membrane
Waveform capnograph

Pre-oxygenate: facemask / CPAP / NIV / nasal O, [
Optimise cardiovascular system
Share plan for failure

Note the time J

J

Plan A: Tracheal Intubation

Laryngoscopy

Maximum 3 attempts

Confirm with capnography ]

Maintain oxygenation

» Continuous nasal oxygenation
» Facemask ventilation between attempts Call HELP

First :
Neuromuscular block - + Video laryngoscopy
Video or direct laryngoscopy +/- bougie or stylet failure + Get Front Of Neck
External laryngeal manipulation Airway (FONA) set

Remove cricoid
& J

Fail [ Declare "failed intubation" J
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Fail ( Declare "can't intubate, can't oxygenate" )

Plan D: Front Of Neck Airway: FONA

Use FONA set
Scalpel cricothyroidotomy Other FONA techniques

Trained expert only

Extend neck Non-scalpel cricothyroidotomy
Neuromuscular blockade Percutaneous tracheostomy
Continue rescue oxygenation Surgical tracheostomy

This flowchart forms part of the DAS, ICS, FICM, RCoA Guideline for tracheal intubation in critically ill adults and should be used in conjunction with the text.



